LEEF
ANNUAL
REPORT
2014-2015

Leander ISD Educational
Excellence Foundation

A MESSAGE FROM
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A

s we begin another great school
year with Leander ISD, I’d like
to reflect on LEEF’s past year, and
give some insight to what is yet to
come. The 2014-2015 academic year
was a great success for LEEF as we
saw a huge increase in our abilities
to provide for the entire district
through our programs. With the
wonderful support of the community, from parents to teachers, and
from large corporate donors to local businesses, we realized amazing
growth throughout the year.

A few highlights of how we supported our three main initiatives include
providing 13,000 free children’s
books throughout the year, funding more than $65,000 in classroom
grants, and expanding our College
Coach program to provide a college
counselor at three high school campuses.
In order to create a foundation for
learning, LEEF provides new and
gently used children’s books to the
LISD community. Through long
hours sorting books in a storage
unit, and many hours in book donation lines, our board members have
continued to bring excitement to
many children and open their eyes
to new worlds through literature.

Our focus at LEEF is to provide the
resources necessary to support innovation, enrichment and equity in the
pursuit of academic excellence. We
support that mission through three
program initiatives focusing on early
You may have seen the LEEF Grant
literacy, innovative teaching and colPatrol on your school campus–we
lege and career readiness.
were the ones with the big checks and
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“

Thanks to a
record-breaking
fundraising year,
we were able to
fund more grants
than ever before.

t

cess. The program is tailored to fit
the needs of each individual campus. Because of the program’s initial
success, in 2014-2015 we expanded
the program to three high school
campuses. We are very excited to
announce that because of your generous support we will be expanding
the LEEF College Coaches to ALL
I am also very pleased that we are
five LISD high schools for the 2015able to provide LISD high school
2016 school year.
students with the resources necessary to reach their goals via the We were able to provide these proLEEF College Coach Program. Last grams through the wonderful efyear, in conjunction with LISD’s forts of our board of directors and
College and Career Readiness ef- executive director. While this has
forts, LEEF initiated the College been my first year as board presiCoach program at two district high dent, I have been a board member
schools. The focus of the LEEF Col- for many years, and have witnessed
lege Coach is to augment the work of the amazing growth our board has
the campus counseling department achieved. When I first joined the
by directly supporting students who board there were only a handful of
need additional assistance in nav- members, and now we have grown
igating the college enrollment pro- to a large group of extremely dedigreen balloons creating lots of excitement. Thanks to a record-breaking fundraising year, we were able to
fund more grants than ever before.
We are extremely proud to provide
resources for the many amazing
LISD teachers who have the passion
to innovate.

cated individuals with an even clearer focus and direction.
While we had a record year, we have
even bigger plans for the 2015-2016
academic year. We have a renewed
focus on expanding our existing
programs for all students and teachers in LISD, and implementing new
programs and events. Our plans
include the ever popular MUDSTACLE and an inaugural gala. We
hope to continue to fund many innovative grants and provide even
more educational opportunities for
all LISD students. We thank you for
your support of LEEF and our initiatives, for it is ultimately through
the support of our community partners that we are able to do the things
we do. We look forward to another
great year with you!

Sincerely,

Ryan Hansanuwat
President of the Board

36,100
students
4,500
teachers

39

SCHOOLS

3

schools ranked
in top 10 for
UIL Lone Star Cup
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FOUNDATIONS
FOR LEARNING
Give a Book, Ignite a Dream

Literacy Outreach

Research continues to reiterate and reinforce the
home library connection as a determining factor
in academic achievement, regardless of demographic, race or occupation. But the true reality
is that too many Leander ISD students don’t have
access to books outside their school or classroom
libraries.

With support from a number of community
groups, PTA’s, Leander ISD employees, parents
and local businesses, LEEF is able to collect thousands of new and gently used books every school
year.

LEEF recognizes this need and is committed to
ensuring that every home in Leander ISD has a
wide selection of age-appropriate books to meet
this gap in access.
By focusing on literacy, we hope to foster a lifelong love of reading and learning that can go beyond the school-age years.

Teacher volunteers donate time to sort and divide
books by grade level in the LEEF Book Library
in preparation to pass along to students during
school literacy nights, summer reading initiatives,
weekend food backpack program, holiday giving
and many more initiatives.
The culmination of these efforts are the many excited faces of school children as they sort through
a variety of books to pick out “the one” they truly
can’t wait to take home and read.

Looking Forward
We are proud to have provided so many LISD children with books for their home library. Foundations for Learning is successful because of the continued support of our community by hosting book
drives. Our goal for 2015-2016 is to continue supporting our community by providing additional Spanish language books and exciting new releases.
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10,000
books distributed by LEEF in 2013-2014

12,000
our book giving goal for 2014-2015

13,000
actual number of books distributed
to Leander ISD students and
families throughout 2014-2015

“

Our students had a blast
picking out their books!
Thanks SO much for all
you have done to keep
our kids reading!

- Terri White
Reading Teacher, Pleasant Hill Ele.
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ENRICHING
GREAT TEACHING
Innovative Classroom Grants
LEEF remains committed to helping our educators provide innovative and rewarding
learning experiences for ALL LISD students. Three times a year, LEEF awards grants
to our exceptional educators to support them in the classroom.
Due to state funding budget cuts for public education, LEEF’s role in providing these
additional resources for teachers and students in our district has become increasingly
important.

$65,280

in teaching grants
awarded in 2014-15

Teacher Recognition Campaign
This year’s Teacher Recognition Campaign once again broke all previous records, recognizing outstanding teachers at all 38 LISD academic campuses, totaling more than
650 educators.
The Campaign gives families the opportunity, at the end of the school year, to thank
their outstanding teachers by making a donation to LEEF in their name. In return, the
teachers are awarded with a certificate of achievement, a note from the donor family
and a “goodie” bag by their principal. Each year the campaign offers LEEF the opportunity to hear from families throughout LISD about the amazing work our teachers
are doing and the many lives they are touching.
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Student Teacher Academic Recognition Banquet
On April 23, 2015 LEEF hosted the fifth annual STAR Banquet, celebrating 27 outstanding seniors from all of our LISD high schools and allowing them the opportunity
to recognize the educator who has been most influential in their academic careers.
More than 200 family members, LISD teachers and staff, and business partners joined
us as each senior took the stage to honor and celebrate their extraordinary teacher.
The students spoke of the many ways they have been inspired and challenged by these
teachers, counselors and coaches and how they have gone above and beyond to help
them realize their potential. What an amazing experience to see the difference just
one motivating educator can make in inspiring their students to do great things!

“

I will always remember that evening as the highlight of my
25-year career as a professional educator, It was absolutely
wonderful hearing our LISD students speak from the heart
about their teachers.

- Maureen L. Selman, RHS Teacher & STAR Honoree

Leader in Me

i

The Leader in Me is an innovative, school-wide model that enables schools to unleash
each child’s full potential. Based on Franklin Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, the Leader in Me teaches 21st century leadership and life skills to students and
creates a culture of student empowerment based on the idea that every child can be
a leader. LEEF has been instrumental in helping launch this program in numerous
LISD elementary schools through our Innovative Classroom Grants. This year, we
awarded six additional Leader in Me grants to either kick-off or further develop a
school’s program.

Looking Forward
Awarding more than $65,000 in Innovative Classroom Grants this year, LEEF continues to recognize the
needs of our LISD teachers and classrooms. We continue to be extremely grateful for the generous donations from
our partners and community businesses that allow us to fund these grants year after year. As we focus on a new
school year and a new round of grant cycles, we’re excited to make more innovative teaching ideas a reality for
Leander ISD teachers.
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COLLEGE & CAREER
READINESS
Dual Credit Textbook Scholarships
LEEF is committed to supporting the vision of LISD by increased access
to post-secondary preparation. The district dual credit program allows
students to take free, college-level courses through Austin Community
College, while simultaneously earning both college and high school credit.
While the courses are free to students, the program does not provide
funding to cover the cost of expensive college textbooks or software required for some courses. Therefore, LEEF provides funds to each LISD
high school to supply school counselors with need-based textbook scholarships for students enrolled in dual credit courses.
During the 2014-2015 school year, LEEF provided LISD high schools
with $5,000 for these college textbooks and required software. In providing these textbook scholarships, we are removing obstacles and ensuring
all LISD students have an opportunity to succeed.

“

My family was very
relieved when we
found out that LEEF
would give me a
textbook scholarship. I was able to
take two dual credit
classes this semester and made my
family proud.
- Scholarship Recipient

Looking Forward
Our foundation continues to focus on career skill training and college readiness. During the 2015-2016
school year, all five LISD high school campuses will have a College Coach to assist students on the path through
the college acceptance process. In addition, for the 2015-2016 school year, Wired Orthodontics donated $10,000
for the AP exam program, allowing for twice as many need-based scholarships as this year!
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LEEF College Coach Program
LEEF College Coaches work directly on high school campuses in
LISD, collaborating one-on-one with students who need additional
assistance navigating the college enrollment process.
Some of their responsibilities include discussing transition concerns,
assistance completing admission applications, completing and submitting the FAFSA forms and reviewing financial aid letters. Each
College Coach is available at the high school campus for 200 hours.

After expanding
the pilot to three
high school
campuses this
year, College
Coaches will be
available at all
five high schools
in 2015-2016

AP Exam Scholarships
In 2013, Leander ISD was forced to eliminate financial assistance
for students taking Advanced Placement exams because of state and
federal budget cuts. Without this support, the $92 per test fee was
more than some LISD families could afford.
LEEF recognizes Wired Orthodontics for their continued funding
of this program initiative. Their $5,000 donation provided 55 LISD
students with need-based scholarships for Advanced Placement Exams. We can accomplish amazing things with the support of our
community!
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LEEF IN THE
COMMUNITY
Chip in for Education Family Friendly Fun

Amplify Austin

To kick-off our annual giving
campaign, business leaders, LISD
administrators and educators,
and LEEF Board Members came
together in September for a fun
evening of food, fellowship and
golf at Austin’s Topgolf. The evening allowed us time to hear from
several LEEF grant recipients
about the impact LEEF is making
in the classroom and how we can
continue to address the needs of
our schools.

I Live Here, I Give Here believes
in amplifying the power of generosity! Amplify Austin Day is an
annual community-wide 24-hour
period of online giving.

We love our LISD community
and welcome opportunities to be
a part of family-friendly activities.
Each September, we support our
award-winning schools bands at
the LISD Festival of Bands by providing need-based scholarships
for students to participate in fine
arts programs. Additionally, our
partnership with the Cedar Park
Center allows us to offer discount
tickets while receiving a portion of
proceeds to many of their events.
We also support early literacy by
It was truly an inspirational night
giving out free books at the LISD
to have so many great people
Backpack Attack and numerous
working toward the same goal!
family events throughout the year.
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For Amplify 2015, longtime local
favorite singer and songwriter,
Bob Schneider kicked off LEEF’s
Amplify Austin Campaign with
an intimate performance in a gorgeous Travisso model home. We are
looking forward to an even bigger
and better Amplify Austin 2016!

Mudstacle & Family Fun Run

Leander ISD State of the District

The second Mudstacle & Family Fun Run, held on
October 25, has evolved into one of LEEF’s premier
events. The family-friendly event offers participants
of all ages the opportunity to put their skills to the
test in a 1.5K, 3K and 5K heat. Having muddy fun,
all while supporting LEEF’s efforts to expand programs benefiting LISD students and teachers.

In January 2015, for the first time, LEEF partnered
with LISD to host Superintendent Bret Champion’s
“State of the District” address.

Dr. Champion reviewed the growth made by the
school district and community over the past year,
while also looking ahead to the coming year, with
a particular focus on preparing LISD students to
The 2014 LEEF Mudstacle drew more than 700 par- graduate college and career ready. The event guests
ticipants, including 38 high school, middle school were greeted by Leader in Me students from Cypress
and elementary teams, and more than 300 spectators Elementary and the proceeds from the luncheon
and volunteers. All told, the event raised more than benefited LEEF’s College and Career Readiness ini$27,000 for LEEF programs!
tiatives.

Looking Forward
Building on a strong network of partners and business leaders, LEEF plans to make 2015-2016 one of
its most successful fundraising years. Included in LEEF’s efforts to help reach its annual fundraising goal, is
the second Chip In For Education hosted at Topgolf, the third annual Mudstacle & Family Fun Run, and the
Foundation’s inaugural gala–a night for families and LISD community partners to cheer on their favorite
high school principal in an epic lip sync battle. The Cedar Park Center continues to be a wonderful partner
providing discount tickets for our district families to attend events with a portion of the proceeds benefiting
LEEF.
For 2015-2016, LEEF is determined to help expand programs like innovative classroom grants, textbook
and AP scholarships for high school students, and distributing free children’s books to LISD families.
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OUR GENEROUS
SUPPORTERS
We extend our deepest appreciation to these contributors who join LEEF in giving every Leander ISD student the
opportunity to succeed and help grow our strong community. We are excited to continue developing our relationships with these dedicated businesses and individuals, and look forward to involving more and more of our fellow
community members in the great work that’s happening in Leander ISD!

One Platinum gift provides:

250

HOURS
of one-on-one guidance with a

COLLEGE COACH
for Leander ISD high school
students in need of assistance
with the college application
and enrollment process
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PLATINUM

One Gold gift provides:

FIVE

GOLD

GRANTS
for classroom teachers to
launch innovative programs
that improve the way they teach,
initiate new learning methods
and ignite development for

HUNDREDS
of LISD students

One Silver gift provides:

11

Advanced
Placement
(AP) Exam
scholarships to
help LISD students earn
college credit in high school

One Bronze gift provides:
a teacher with the chance to
grow, learn and reinvigorate
their passion for teaching at a

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
TRAINING

SILVER
Brad & Kim Davis
Tom Glenn
Moviehouse & Eatery
MEP Engineering, Inc.

Pedernales Electric Coop.
Randolph Brooks Federal
Credit Union
Summit Commercial

BRONZE
Monta Akin
Austin Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgery Associates
Greg Bowden
Anita & Maurice Cotter
Gloria & Neil Dholakia
Don & Ruth Hisle

Grace & Michael Jordan
Pickett, Kelm & Associates
Ellen Skoviera
Sherri Sneed
Waggoner Insurance Group
Jennifer & Cary Williams

One Friends gift provides:

FRIENDS OF LEEF

children’s books
to help inspire a
love of reading and close the
achievement gap in LISD

LEEF thanks the numerous and wonderfully long list of our
friends, including board members, LISD employees and community supporters, who contributed to making 2014-2015 a
record-breaking year!

125
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
The LEEF Board of Directors is comprised of members of the Leander ISD business, parent and school community
who generously donate their time to help the Foundation succeed.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ryan Hansanuwat, President

Kristina Tirloni, Vice President of Marketing

Jamie DiMaria, Vice President of Development

Sara Jahadi, Vice President of Events

Michele Dishongh, Vice President of Programs

Jennifer Williams, Secretary

Kim Pruett, VP of Finance & Government

Bret Champion, Ed.D., Ex Officio

MODE Design Company

Randolph Brooks Federal Credit Union
First Citizens Bank

Brown, Graham & Company, P.C.

LISD Parent

ChiroFit Wellness Center

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center
Leander ISD Superintendent

BOARD MEMBERS
Coleen Brighton

Michael Jordan

Dionn Schaffner

Pamela Waggoner

Becky Calzada

Jeff Kikel

Kelly Schutze

Erich Wallschlaeger

Dr. Gayle Grotjan

Dr. Martin Molina

Crystal Smith

Don Hisle

Megan Passe

Dr. Chris Stansbury

Larry Holt

Brad Pfluger

Kimberly Strenk

Aurea

LISD, District Library Coord.
Concordia University Texas
LISD Board of Trustees
City of Cedar Park

Zenoss

South Texas Money Mgmt.
Texas Family Physicians
Texas Family Physicians
Pfluger Architects

STAFF
Gloria Gonzales-Dholakia, Ph.D., Executive Director
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LISD Parent

Ecotex Landscapes & LLRW.org
A+FCU Cedar Park
Wired Orthodontics
FIVE TWO SQ

LISD Board of Trustees
Cedar Park Regional Medical
Center

Eric Zeno

City of Leander

Sean Ziari

New York Life

REVENUE &
PROGRAM FUNDING

$155,263
total revenue for the 2014-2015 fiscal year,
a 39% increase over the previous year

[ revenue by category ]

57%

businesses

19%
LISD employees 14%
organizations 10%
individuals

FUNDING BY PROGRAM

ENRICHING
GREAT TEACHING

COLLEGE READY,
COLLEGE BOUND

FOUNDATIONS
FOR LEARNING

OTHER LISD
SUPPORT

i.e. Innovative Classroom
Grants, Teacher Recognition
Campaign, etc.

i.e. College Coaches, Dual
Credit Textbook Scholarships,
AP Exam Scholarships, etc.

i.e. Summer Reading
Programs, etc.

i.e. Festival of Bands, etc.

<1%

<1%

75%

24%

total amount directly invested in LISD
schools, teachers and students in 2014-2015

$90,240
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Leander ISD Educational Excellence Foundation (LEEF)
P.O. Box 358 | Cedar Park, TX 78630
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